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My Name is Sally Little Song by Brenda Woods.  Illustrated by Brenda Woods.  
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ANNOTATION

In 1802, twelve-year-old Sally and her family decide to run away from their home on a Georgia plantation when the owner wants to sell Sally and her brother. The family decides to look for freedom from slavery and a home in Florida with the Seminole Indians.  This book is historical fiction.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Social Studies

Native American Tribes Comparison Lesson. The Seminole tribe was created by several smaller tribes combining forces.  They each had their own customs and traditions and so they had to develop a common ground.  The lesson below addresses differences between tribes in the Southeast region.

Introduction: The teacher may lead students in a discussion of the different tribes located in the Southeast area of the United States. The teacher may utilize the website below for pictures and information.

Guided Activity: Students will be divided into groups of four and given information on the different tribes in a handout or allowed access to a computer to research information on the different tribes in the Southeast area of the United States. Be sure to discuss how to tell the difference between reliable and unreliable web resources with students! 
Independent Practice: Students will present to their classmates information on certain aspects of each tribe (Ex. clothing, food, shelter, language and customs related to the tribe). 

Conclusion: The teacher will conclude the activity with students completing a Venn diagram (graphic organizer with two circle inner twined) by comparing two different tribes and how they are similar and different.

This site leads you to information about the tribe along with other tribes in the United States.  http://marilee.us/nativeamericans2.html
Civil War. Sally’s family was considered free slaves after the Civil War.  The website listed below provides lesson plans, literature, and activities about the war.  http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/civwar.html
Cotton History. The objective of this history lesson is to relate the significance of cotton to the Civil War period and to study the cotton industry in general and its history relating especially to the Civil War period specifically.
http://www.cottonsjourney.com/teacher/infoteach.asp?uid=7
Science

Cotton Plant Cycle. Sally and her family lived on a plantation where they picked cotton on a daily basis.  The website listed below will provide a print out for students to use when learning about the cycle of the cotton plant.  Next teachers can allow students to compare the cycle to other agriculture products and discuss the similarities and differences between life cycles.

http://www2.stamford.esc14.net:1090/Downloads/Activity2.pdf
Big Cypress Swamp.  Sally and her family traveled many miles on foot to reach the swamp lands where they found refuge with the Seminole Indians.  The website below provides a link to a video that tours the Big Cypress Swamp area of Florida that at one time was the home of the Seminole tribe. http://www.mydunedin.com/html/main/announce_display/newsID/29953/index.html
Art and Culture

Seminole Cooking Activity.  The teacher may prepare one of the recipes that are considered a traditional food eaten by the Seminole tribe. Discuss the preparation of the food and how Native Americans prepared food during their time. http://www.seminoletribe.com/culture/recipes.shtml
Patchwork Activity.  The women in the tribe would create beautiful clothing using a patchwork pattern.  The following website provides directions on how to create a patchwork bookmark.
http://www.austincc.edu/hannigan/Presentations/NSFMar1398/bookmark.html
The following book was recommended to teachers to gain more knowledge on the patchwork quilting of the Seminole Indians.  

Downs, Dorthy. Patchwork: Seminole And Miccosukee Art And Activities
ISBN# 1-56164-332-7 Price $9.95

Totem Pole Activity.   Seminole Indians are one of many tribes that created totem poles.  The tribe would carve different animals and symbols onto the pole that would represent their clan.  The following website provides directions for students to create their own totem pole.  http://www.dltk-kids.com/canada/mtotem.html
WEB SITES

Brenda Woods

http://www.brendawoods.net/index.html
This site gives you a brief description of the author and how she became a writer.  Also, it gives you information about other books written by the author.

Rebellion

http://www.johnhorse.com/black-seminoles/faq-black-seminoles.htm
The website describes details about the Black Seminoles and their alliance with the Seminole Indians.  The site provides detailed information about their heritage and a certain famous Black Seminole named John Horse.  

The Seminole Tribe of Florida

http://www.seminoletribe.com/index.shtml
The website provides some information on The Seminole Tribe of Florida.  The site gives you information about the history and culture of the tribe.

Geocities

http://www.geocities.com/bigorrin/seminole_kids.htm
This site provides you information on the people, language, housing, children, and other interesting facts about the Seminole Indians.

MrDonn.org

http://nativeamericans.mrdonn.org/seminole.html#kidlinks
This site provides basic information about the tribe such as their marriages, clans, children, etc…  The site will link you to other websites which provide information about the Seminole tribes.

